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PRESENTING THE MAG THAT AIN'T A ONE - SHOT

THE GROTESQUE

~ March, '46 -

# 2
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"The Grotesque"is published quarterly at 1870 East 33 St., Brooklyn
10, New York; Editor and Publisher: Ron Christensen. Will consider
| trade of "Groggy" vith other fmz, or back issues of them.Sub please?

UERRY CAR'T

The second 1ssue of "Grogg:"is here, whether those who forecast
its early doom like it cr not. ~1've tried to do just as was suggest-
ed by you dear, dear readers (all five of you), and I've done m o s t
of vhat I promised in the e Recant" department of issue #1,

The whole issue is of cne color paper, with only pink cavers. tc
troak the monotonys. I've written only one plece of fiction myself; the
Gepartments I started will be taken up by som3 other fans, I hope. A:-S
js usually the case, all sporad.c or one - time contributors will get
a iree copy of the issue tueir work appears in, Those who take a depa-
rtment and contrib.te to it fairly reguiariy will get a 1ife - time
cubscription.

3 bought a stylus, but after ekperimenting decided a vriting -
rlate is not necessary for good efiects., This editorial is written &f-
tar completion of the Zssue,

I let good artists do the artwork, In fact, "I had ‘one of t h e
rest professional artists do our cover. ‘That-id, we copied his w o' k
from a Casco Lighter ad vhich appeared in magazines throughout the US,
The artist, incidentally, 1s Boris Artzybasheff. -

If I have any cash left after buying paper, etc., 1'11 invest 1in
a shading plate. That is a tangible. promise, thoughe

"Why Boes a Chieken?", by Larry Shaw, frowns on outmoded and over-
used fan eustoms., Since I sympathize vith Larry entirely in the Woll-
heim suit, I recommend it highlyseoeo :

"muat Lemurlan Cabal", by Milt Lesser, is another blast at RAP, in
a different direction, though, than has been followed by most of fan-
dom. The artwork 1is by one of the fellows who does sketches for Milts
fanzine, "Cepheid". Milt typed the stencil for us....thanx, Happy G.s
"The Lair of the Warkling Mold" is also by Milt.

“Fmz Impressions" is our fanzine review, which ve hope somébody'll
captain next issue, and the same goes for "All's Well and Fuzzy",vhich
is just patter, patter, patter...... ’

And send 1n your letters of comment to "Roaring Trumpete....

Yerz,
Chrig
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The other evening Damon Knight fnd 1 were walking across a 1arge.
open field through the falling snow,.” Without warning, Damon stooped ,
and with his finger printed the words "Yngvi is a louse!" in big bloex
~letters on the virgin whiteness. He arose and:gave his handiwork . a
brief, admiring glance; and we walked onward, There was some smalltalk
between us ahout Yngvis and fandom and lice, but we sodn'dropped‘t h e
subject, But it occurs to me now.......

There are fads -in the world of fandom, Just as there are . in the
great big world around us. A lot of these fads are genuinely amusing.
Saying "Yngvi is a louse!" was amusing.for a while, until some f a n s
carried it too far, and other fans were annoyed and said so, and the
thing was gradually forgotten. Some of ‘the fan-fads assume larger pro- ~
portions than others; from some of the large fads 8pring smaller ones.
It was funny, for quite some time, to. say loudly, "I have a Cosmic
Mind. S

But Yngvi 1sn't funny any more, ‘and. Cosmic Minds aren't funny any
more -- except, of course, in the left-handed retrospective wayt h at
people like Damon Knight and I are sometimes partial to. And in t h e
light of these, and numberless other fan-fads that have vanished a s
Damon's lettering in the snow has already vanished, .it would seem to
be an item for some fanzine's "Believe It 6r Rot" oolumn that fen still
talk about Ghu.

For Ghu, so help me , isn't fupny.any more. Thé only way a tracedaf
hiamor can be detected in"it is to .remnember thé connection of Ghu with
Donald Wollheim -- and that is more “4fagid than funny, anyway. On top
of that, most fans don't know what the true connection of Ghu withW®oll- -
heim. 1s. Or that some other fan might just as well have been the one
to call himself Ghu; it - happened purely by chance to be, Wollhaim, and
since it was Wollheim, the gag persisted a lot longer than it should
have, as all of Wollheim's gags do. But the fans don t even: have the
same personal interest in the thing Wollheim has. T

The Puturians, even before they dropped Wollheim, were prettywen.
bored with Ghu. And while ['m fairly sure there are two of the - three
original and only copies of the Gholy Ghible somewhere around thuria,
you'd have to call in the bloodhounds to discover that fact, there
days. ,

But the fans go right on grinning.at .Ghu, 1aughing at qnu,w,gigg—
ling at Ghu, snickering about Ghu, howling with' gleg “about GHu: ~- and
doing anything else they can think of to show their lack of sense on
the subjeot. And Ghu, I repeat; isn't funny any more, ‘The original my-
thology having disappeared; every individual fan has. His own: ideas of
who Ghu 1is; well, one or two of these.ideas might- possibly be funny ,
but any that are could-undoubtedly be applied to a man named Jones as
it could to a something named Ghu. :

{ ( PAantdvianAd N Da v~ 7\ \
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e «~~YHY DCES A CHICKEN? (GOntinued from page 2)—--~---'

A joke is a joke, but an original joke 1is certninly better than
one thot has been kicked around, buffeted about, flung to the winds 0
iumped up and down on, and been torn to shreds and scattered 1n every
~c¢nzelvable direction as much as . the Ghu—fad has., s»:t

Jack Speer once Said ﬁha* ‘he ooulk rehember ony'oddsfaat tdea,or
bit of Informafion whitil he weote it down somewhere, af whioh.point hé
forgpt 1t<gompletely. So, let's all go write “Ghu" 1n the snow, “nd
‘ry hard tolbe like Speer. How mbout 1t? -

wetes o lnet N L oTHE END-~

(¢ It geems.an explonqtion is needed for ‘the, naming of our news.-zine-“
"Ergerzerp" as such. Here it i8Js..4the poem eame first.)) '

Litt&e Ergerzerper, with your coat SO blue S o
"Stop ithat squawking' or I'll hit you with this shoe. e

-Many: are the times I've heard you screech. youn.song,
Now*all I hope 13 thnt I won't hear it longe

Little Brgerzerper, sitting on my fence. ot LE
Your silly little twitterings; they don't m“ke any senke, -
Twitter, twitter, twatter, twit......,<“ : R T
Cantt: you stop o little bit? T A

I haven't slept the whole night throu%h R e
'Cause ‘of "your stupid "Twitter twoo." caog Lo

Little'Ergerzerp. a worning now..... s f«~i.'t
Go Somewhere ©18€ Or'c.,essPOW] - : NS
Do not emit mmother squawk or '

You 11 ue Sprawled upon the walke TN L.;;-ﬂ{;, ,.¢“

What? You dare to stay upon the Wallg' .'_f f; :;1=f ‘
i Zing. Pop. Little Ergerzerp: that 15 a11,..,k_ . e
- " T LI S
.’ . --THE END-- L
) f .'; e : ‘ o A . SRR . ,
.——— - T V‘-l'-— - = T —l-‘: "'[.‘ —-’—

RECRUITS NEFDED FOR =mmwm .

Farddem's new fan —-finding bureau. Larry Shaw and Ron Chpistensen
find themselves too“shy or bashful ces Or som.etﬁ;ng.i.U to :approach i
any qf ‘the prospective fané'“in NY's second hand bookshopg. n.. one '
night of. Jabout -20 ‘minutes, 3 hunched figures 1dboriously peeped thru
the stf-recks. Petrified, the two stood, unable to say a word, even
vhen one customer asked for several Merritt's and FFMs\,Anybody???°?
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With ell duc epologlcs to the perspiring Ray Palmor and the
fact that hce had a pro-Shaver opus in a rccont CEPHEID, wo will herc-~
in attenpt to duscuss the demerits ‘of-tho affiair, hcaping plaudits
or, and banging coriain parties and banging ((haven't we said that bo-
forc?)) ratner stronuously upon their toutod craniums with this ratner
lusty vertal barrage o o Ce P

You miﬁht bc intcrested ‘to ‘know .that Palmer ig not tho fi st cd- -
{tor that "Sharp" has barged in upon with a hoarty attompt to rovo- ..
jutionize thc all rcady rcvolutionary ficld of~scioncerfiction;‘;John‘
W, Campbcll, Jr., of tho very overrated ‘crcam of stfantasy's.crdp, vas
the first to gazo, rather cynically, we imaginc, at Shaver's two-type
caves, doro, gnomes, glants and quaint Mantong. = Ho lookecd and ponder-
cd a bii, no doubi, and thorn handed the wholc affair back to 1its crea-
tur -with a llterary shrug. Shavor's noxt step, and tho right onc for
rim, as things torncd Hut, was th bring the languago’ thc novels and
fho thhorics ané dump them upon tho lap of Bill Stoy's "man with .the
rolka~dct srorts on tho doublo-scoop of strawborry icocrcam. Palmecr
vas fascinated by the lucrativc possibilitics that thc various as-
pscts thet Srhaverdom posscssds He was so uttorly fascinated that he
Comminzed nimsoif, and part of fandom, too (at which point mc take no
gidcs) ((we tods)! - its daring, straight fram the shoulder truth. Pal=
mor progrossed. " Snaver progrosscde. . Ainazing Storics progresscd to the
tunc of forty.-theusand new ‘subs. And a good-dcal of the semi-~fon -woro
taken in louk=3tcok and barrel by tho ridiculous affair. T

Now, the point is this. “With so meny of fantasy's pet lovos step-

ing boldly out of tho pagps-of'tho,bizarrcand protoﬁtiOqSl{‘into the -

imG~1ight’, ‘whorc tlhc public could gazc, a bit incrcdulously, poerhaps,
at the monstrositics JT man's ingcnuity, Palmer’comes aléng and in-
socrts that Shaver stufi into vur microcosme. Thus, when the world was
looking seriously att ho things o had, :orotold, and at a timc when
thcy wcrc aimost roady to accopt at locast a portion of it, Palmor :- ..
thrcw his bomb- in all our faces, making thc public moro gcornful than
cver beforc, and putting-s—fLOnc¢%mb¥0‘on tho sholf with ghosts and * .
vamps and SpPOOKSe: . e A LT e

And thus I am forcod to look sadly, and ‘angrily upon our dcar RAP,
for whom I orco did - and vorhaps again can cultivateo - a soft spot in
my heart, S . LT o P
' ~00-~finis~0o-~ = | : .
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_*((GROTESQUE'S -OWN .FANZING. KEVIEW)) .
" DU AP S

I'm starting this dopartment 'in hopes that.l shall be able t o
nand the reins of authorship, to somo other worthy at sume future date,
Jntil then, ho?eEBAa'challongc to all fanzine editors throughout the
ountryeceses OF WQr‘.ldS I darc you tosend .me 'y’our fmz to be revicwol
or as @ tradc! If you won't part with. your nicklcs, or with ncw coplos
of your mag, how about somc back issucs we havcen't got 2 ’

\
/.
\,

* from JOE KENNEDY
84 Baker AveC,,
Dover, Ncw Jerscy.

1945-46 PANTASY RCVIEW

.o .odoo e R .

Joc must havc fclt awfully-ambitious to have startod this 4 8
page projéet, with no apparcnt outsido hclp., Tho REVIEW is dividcd in-
to scven distinct scotiouns, plus an introduction. Thé major ovcents of
1945 arc in the form of a monthly diary, but a bit of favoritism, or
maybc just a slip, is cvkdent nero. Thero worc many publications whith
sprang into bcing in '45, but THE SCIENTIFICTICNIST, by He Elsncr, was,
thc only onc that rccoived a placo in tho rovicw of that ycar. Tsk,JK.
But, noverthcloss, the format is quitc ncat, and tho bluc covers a n a
gray pagcs harmonizc vory cffcctivclyes At thc ond of cach scction + 18
fhe rcaults of thc VAMPIRE Poll in rclation to the various topios. I
~Tton wondcr why JoKc nover bought lottoring - guidos, thoughe 25¢.

WITHOUT GLEE .. from RAJ REHM & JOE MORO
. o . 2837 San Josc AvVC.,
. . Alamdda, California,

Raj and Joc actually do comparo -to-Rick Sncary, but maybo that
worthy onc has been tutoring our frionds? #l of thcir magazinc con -
tains bemutiful artwork hoktographys Nonc of thc original color or its
shoen sccms to have bcen lost in tho sticky pprocoss of duplication,but
the printcd mattcer is only avcrago hokto work; and avorage hckto work
is a bit wcak. Two roproscntations of: Sargo Saturn por issuc docs socm
to bc o rathcr large rcproscntation, but it can Dbo overlookod.

RAPID'THOUGﬂlsu.....,F%%EWS has bocn abscnt:from fan mailings.for
ncarly 2 months nowj; GEIP 2 (Milt Losscr). will bo out aboutMarch;
WITHOUT GLEE #2 alrcady in throcs of publishing; ERGERZERP may disapp-
cor from publication. aftcr #26; Q%E%EZ (R.J. Gaulln) doubtful; #2 o f
SMER (Gaulin) out with roport of 8ceond mocting; - VAMPIRE #6 .(Kcnnedy )
ou} in lato January or car%y Fobruary; #3 of COUNT WACULA stampcd, ad-
rcoscd and unmailcd sincc Nowembor; gﬁo N1X (Splawn) changcd to STAR

ROVER with rcd mimcography on ono' 81do; @erry dc 'la Roc guits FAPA bo-
causc of disgust for samo; NYFA publications (Ncw York Fantasy Assocli -
ation) list rcduscd: CEIPHEID,GROTESQUE;ERGERZERP, apd Shag's | pubs.




© AT
. i //>”\ .S 8
,b;w;,;,,' ) zad LHHB U¥ HE DHHKUHG moLp W',
O I =
| - \__;, ‘ by MILT LESSER g
F— ."V' * "

oy

) Wnon tho night was a-bright w;th tho mbon-glo
‘ And tho world vas asloo; with tho cold,
@?r I aroso and know I must sooé 80 ‘.' wil."};
To the lair of thc darkling mould.

‘The flosh is sO white and so gloaming
And the blood 80 warm and 80 rod

And you stir coe’ and think you arc droaming

And you cry and got up- Out of bcd.

L]

Then you scc that facc before you

And you rcach out with a murmur or two.
RN

But: "Leavo me alunc, I imploro yous

And you know shp is not for you.

Then you turn on your hooi to lcavc her
Sobbing and quitc forlorn; |
And you know that though:you deccivc her
You'll Ec béck 1h yuur;bcd‘by the mori.
Thosc footsthq bchind you .3;. oould shc?
Closcr and closor thoy floatl “(T
: '

Oh, Lord *ﬂ HCaven saee would she?
Tior. veu Tcel strong‘tocth in your throat.

NI



I~
, fﬁ»ﬁ§

ﬁiléﬁlugllfﬂnB:§UZZg)"i~n;

LY
: g

Ycah, all's wcll and fuzzy hero, and cverywhorc. Things arc con-
tinuosly fuzzy, and right now that scoms to bc the situation here, i n
this column, "Maybc® I'I1 keep it, or maybc I'11 dccd it to somo. poor
unfortunatc’ who 1likes to get his "Groggys" the .hard way, ‘

Thig spdce differs from our labeled editorial in that anything ,
- &xcept this magazine Will be: discugsed. Savvey? ' '

ty

¥ % . %

First amusing point is the madter of radar reaching the moon....

BO you know it seems to have had an even greater effect on fans .than
the Atomic bomb? I think the reasonh for this is' that fans, regardless
ol what type of tale they like ( or say they 1ike) best, have always
kspt an eye, and Hhe corner of the other, toward the planets, and out-
ey spaces It's just about the earliest theme, and by far the must pop-
uiar, in fantasy circles. 4nd all these fen now have: ' :

, l. A discovery that not only promises space travel, as the atom-
i¢c bomb, but which also aclually wenT out In space and

2, Bisprouved the ‘p.pulaxr d;tion; which had been bothering fans
for quite sume time, that radio waves could not g0 past the Heaviside-
Kennely Layer, and that space communication was impossible,

Agaln we must consider the "Cutsiders". the nun-stefnites w h o
wdyrn this eaeth fur no plausible reason, according to Degler,They say:

1, We're Sup=zrmsn:  the Germans will be afraid to nitack us.’

2 A 1ot of pe.plz cre going to gu insane upon pondering the news
wnd, in fact, it's worse than Orson Welles' "War of the Worlds" drama-
tization; not aved partisularly at fans this time, though.

The possible uses the governmént has sug_ested are radio ocontrol-
ied spaceships, mapping of the surfdces of the planets, weather foreca-~
sting and future communiection With other planets or spaceships.

* # %

The Mollé Mystery YTheatre, un: the CBS netwurk Fridays g at 10 PM
on the East coast), presented A, Merritt's fantastic novel, "Burn Witch,
Burn" on January 25th, Personally, I think, considering the time limit
of half-an~hour, the gruup did a guod dramatization of a pretty b a d
tale. "Burn, Witch, Burn" is the story of a doll-waman who possessed a
super-means of hypnosis, and used it in vitchery. .

The witch is killed finally by our story-teller, the hers, w h o
blanks his mind by thinking of and concentrating on a foreign phrase,

#* %

Doctor Christien ( CBS ) filled his holf-hour vwith a 4th dimens-
ion tale, which was clready reported in Ergerzerp # 19,
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"Groggy is the answer to the prayers of: fans, who for yeans have
been longing for something original and differents Groggy is it. Gro-
ggy 1s like a breath of spring on a2 morning in December -- it.is a
spark of brilliance in. the darkness of the fathomless night. It is a-
fiery toreh sweeping acrogsg the despairing minions of the fan world .-
It is a pinacle of ‘excellénce, a criterion of perfgét taste, an d a
model for refreshing originality. = - IR T SR ST S
' "Groggy, 'will reform .the world of fanzines,"bringing fresh enligh
tenmont into. the mbrass of .worthless, pcurile fan:maunderings.But the
coming of Groggy will change all this,”(no look at the superb quality
_-- the dazzlingly hyper graniframiciousmncss that is Groggy -- and all
other faneds will junk ‘thoir mimeograph machines and retire to a 1ife.
of solitudc, to ponder their sins, to rofloct that'if ‘they had poss-~
cssed the genius of a Christensen, then their publications,: too,would
have becn one-tenth as good as Grogg{;g ' B A A

"But Groggy- 1S a magezine matchless in perfection of form ke gt
is tho literary triumph unique: Groggy is thc dawn of a new era of .
journalism., Shakcspcarc, Milton, Chaucer, Aristotle, Frcud -~ puny a-
dolcscents, whosc futilc strivings:to turn out-decont 1litorature have
.been paled. into insignificance by thc arrival of Groggy. Groggy will
_bc taught in kindcrgartcns, and staid universities. Groggy's overy'
scintillating, coruscatingly lucid sjyllablc of igrammar will. bc immor-
talized in litcraturc for acons to comc. Each. infinitesamial: word pub-
lishcd in-Groggy' -will be carved inte the facg-of mighty mountain
pcaks =- to insurc the fast that futurc genorations:' will not be' d o-
privcd of thé gorgecous, uttor magnificance that is Groggy. :

"Unfortunately; my copy hasn't:arrived yct, so I haven't.rcadthc
-damn thing-o...... °" i i RS I o : oL :"‘ . '
oo ' P orf.  ((Joc! Wo,too, havc rgaders undcr 3.NQ.cu-

. L . ssing no.morc nohow,nowhcrocs))

A
a

L ,
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CHARLES BURBEE says.mournfully . ',

"Groggy finally arrivcd Friday..It scoms cverybody had read thc

thing beforc I got my copy---I got'a copy of Stefnews and Groggy was
rovicwod ir ‘therc,..bcforc I'd cven goticn the mag mysclfi Tho  con-
tonts weren't too good or bad., I almgs$ concun with Speer's rcmarks
on thc mag. ((Spccr sald Groggy stunk plcasantly, roadors)) I hopc
the mimcography improvcs ncxt issuc. All in all, e fairly ontertaining
clcvon pages.! 7 p P : o , - .
..' - . -l -. o I .‘ ' : . L [ p‘»/& .
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while GADRY DE L& REE macly teos ou’

YGruggy struck me- as having a good Tuture ahead c¢f it, provifiing
you don't lean too heavily on that supposed humor. You made your first
error when you wrote an editorial befvre the issue was completed. Al-
ways fio your edit last. Gover wasn't gréat, but was neat, which 1 s
“hat really countses Art‘clos by kKennedy were the best items in t h e
issue, A few departments would be nice if you could dig up some inte-
iligent fen to do them. Steer clear of dribble like the"Spaceman's
Scng" and “Guest of Ga', Also might invest a quarter in a stylus . t o
c your heads with, Also you had too great a variety of paper, Tr ¥y
sticking to onc or tvo coluirB..eese™ R

’ b

P. SNEARY advises Serutan, and

'
P

"Jell I got CHIRISTALD a week ago, but just finding time to an- -

swer it., Béen doing & doz. things lately. And seeing you néine is not
on the honered rolls of NFFE.I guess Joke of the Jersey Jokes. dold U
about:me. Tell: him' thenks. o

"You cbveb'didnlt'desqrve‘the;title oft "Groteéqué“.iIt'ﬁash'tkﬁd_'i
for future art, In fact !t was quite good. Could not make mpgh,out‘oﬁ.'

the rocket ship thoughs

- "o ietter gn-page¢¢WB}waé oﬁé'or‘the'jést,;but Ifébulﬁh't'pékeh:

out’'the namé. .- -~ o 0 S L o raader of hig
"Hemmel's ‘articlé was very good as always. Being a reader of his

mother zine, the LASFS'er Shaggy Laugh, 1 was very pleased ,w"ee,tms.": '

old friend-again: I have learned in the past that it takes a great™.

" deel of thought to "peretrat the meaning of his masterfull artiéles . i
Cne has to learn to arnalyzé éach:and every word of his, thus eons ' gets ..

a clearer meaning of -the. great plan he'is -driveing at. It is.plane.
that the great man takes:greéet: pains: to.lowcr him self to the- lével:
of his readers,mind;-So'thé%‘h@imy,g?ésg 1t more roadily, andiunder =
stand it*s hidden meaningse Onty one: that

plain it to mo.B2?72% ..

H

"Prof, Kénnedy{S‘a?tiﬁib on tho usc and care pf.thb'ﬁiidae Korth
Amcricain .typcwritor was vory gouod. Despit what he ‘says; tho,'ono gan- .
get along quitc niccly without uséing or lcarning any;kino of-tuch

ooooooo

system. I(vr donc it; spd look at no,,. :

"The “Spacchands Sung was™ vory WCll'put;*and’yoﬁ left out theme®

~v.es Shalc we Say off clcér verscs. In uscing my Time machine I found
that this was most nopuiar on ship guing betwcen Earth and Pluto, On

one trip a talen‘cd young f:1low Sang for 10 hores with out stoping , .

and neavor rcpocated a vo¥rss. After this he was on able to sing for

thce dayse Anc when hc did his voicc.had.changed from.a tenor t 0" a "

baSQ. . PRI . : % . .. L . ' .
M1t was rcally to bad about Ga 1n the QUEST OF ‘GA.  If he had only
kno#n where togo. I am.surg you told it very well, it'made me cry to
scc how silly we humans arc comparcd to thé groat*és
ary cther stories 1like :this ‘bo'.sure” to. toll it, : S
"~.922?- was a very intercsting little play. I tryod rcading part 1,
but for scmerrcason got off on the QUEST OF GA agaln. I tryed rcad -
ing Act 1. 4 timecs, but your dimcnsional vapp kecp getting me back to
Ga. But anyway I enjoyed it vory muches..." ((Which is all for now:))

_ . ] ) ‘'allbeady has & vasti ' know-'
lage can’hopc to under stand it thod 'So Willjﬁomﬁ'gpé’P10Q9gese%£é S0

zxks. If you know - .

o



ORDER NOWLit

All parasites will now face Brookl, .. «rd 110
their rough, white tongues across the surface
of an envelopée containing 8y or MOF®c e« « L QP
future issues of Groggy vhic: they caonotl af-
vord to miss. Yoy will not 1.ceive any mOre
rree issues unless you join the A-u6n oOF tho
HYFA. And you'll be missing oot Wiingeeese
¥i1l out handy order blank bclove

Name

Lhddress Lmount encloseéd
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